19 SEP. 2002 12:23 004989-21689200 BEETZ+PARTNER, MU NR. 2860 S. 72 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 


From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



BEETZ- TIMPE- SIEGFRIED- 
SCHMITT-FUMIAN- MAYR 
Stelnsdorf str. 10 
D-80538 Miinchen 
GERMANY 


l Q£2. 1SS8 

10. Feb. 1397 


PCT 


NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 


International application Ni 

PCT/EP 96/03972 


International Tiling date 
(daylmonthlye,,) 10 /09/1996 


Applicant 

CITIBANK AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT et al. 


• 5] The 


i hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith, 
! of the International Application (see Rule 46): 


Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Fiscimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


For more detailed im&uctions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2. I - ] The applicant is hereby notified that no International Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 
1 — 1 Article 17(2)( a) to thai effect is transmitted herewith. 

3. Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified thai; 


|~| no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

. Further actlon(a): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90*tt.l and 90frij.3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 


Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed a< 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a latei 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 
3T" European Patent Office, P.B. 58 18 Patentlasn 2 
Jttl NL-2280 HV Rijswijic 
.Bill Tel - l <" 31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 cpo ni, 
p & )c (-31 -70) 340-30 1 6 

Authorized officer 

Lucia Van Plnxteren 


Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 1994) 


t 19. SEP. 2002 1 2:24 004989-21689200 BEETZ+PARTNER, MU NR. 2860 S. 75 

V PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 


PCT 


INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

038450613/bo 

KT1R in IRTHFB SBB Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
' U (Form PCT/IS a/220) as well as, where applicable, Item 5 below. 
ACTION 

International application No. 

PCT/EP 96/03972 

International Tiling dalef daylmonthlyear) 

10/09/1996 

(Earliest) Priority Date (daylmomh/yiw) 
14/09/1995 


Applicant 

CITIBANK AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT et al . 


This International Search Report ha* been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau, 

This International Search Report consists of a total of _ . .2. 


fifl It it also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report 


1. Q Certain daims were found unsearchable (See Box [)• 

2. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 


P~) filed with the international application. 

| | furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

| | but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include 

matter going beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed. 

[~~| Transcribed by this Authority 


4. With regard to the title, [^] the text \i approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 


S. With regard to the abstract, 


53 


the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the text has been established, according to Ru!c 38.2(h), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this International 
Search Report, submit comments to this Authority. 


The Figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 
Figure No. 1 [^] as suggested by the applicant. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes 


Form PCT/ISA/llO (first «hcer) (July 1992) 


t 19. SEP. 2002 12:24 n0 .0 4J 8 9 -_2 1 6_8 9 2 0_0_ J E^_Z_+P A8TNER._MU RT 


-NR. 2860 — S. 76- 


International Application No 

PCT/EP 96/G3972 


According to International Patent CUsaficaaon (IPC) or to both national dasaflcaaon and IPC 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification sy 

IPC 6 G06F 


in to the extent that such 


in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during th 


search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category ' Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


A 

P,A 


US, A, 5 305 200 (HARTHEIMER ET AL) 19 April 
1994 

see column 5, line 59 - column 6, line 4 

see column 5, line 62 - column 7, line 37 

GB,A,2 277 389 (FUJITSU ET AL) 26 October 
1994 

see page 4, line 37 - page 6, line 23 
see page 18, line 18 - page 20, line 22 

EP.A.O 513 484 (BULL) 19 November 1992 
see abstract 

WO, A, 95 26005 (BElZBERG) 28 September 1995 
see page 16* line 8 - page 17, line 17 


1,18,24, 
25 


1-9. 

15-28 


[)( | Patent family m 


Special categories of cited 

A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
6" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

>curoent which may throw doubts on priority elaimf,*) or 
*ica is cited to establish the publication date or another 
nation or other special reason (as specified) 

ing to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 


c international Cling date tn 


T" later document published after the in 

or priority date and not in conflict — 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying fee 
invendon 

'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 
"Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
mem is combined with one or more other such docu- 
s, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 

member of the same patent family 


Date of me actual completion of the international se 

29 November 1996 


Date of mailing of the international se 

•1 3. '2.3S 


Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5S1S Patcndaan 2 
NL - 2230 HV Ri]swi]k 
Tel. (-r 31.70) 3*0-2040, Tx. 3| 651 epo nl, 
Fax: ( + 31-70) 340-3016 


Fotm PCT/ISA/MO (leeend ineei) (July 15S2I 


, 19. SEP. 2002 12:25 


Information on patent family members 


tntemwonil Applic, 

PCT/EP 96/G3972 


i. 2860 S. 11_ 


US-A-5305200 

19-04-94 

NONE 



GB-A-2277389 

26-10-94 

JP-A- 
US-A- 

6309347 
5508913 

04-11-94 
16-04-96 

EP-A-513484 

19-11-92 

AU-A- 

1135392 

24-09-92 

WO-A-9526005 

28-09-95 

CA-A- 
AU-A- 

2119921 
1752095 

24-09-95 
09-10-95 


Form PCT/ISA/HO (patent family jnnt«) (July I9M) 


